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THE 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FREEBRIDG-E  LYNN. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1957. 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FREEBRIDG-E  LYNN. 

Mr. Chairman,  My. Lords,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  consideration 
the  ANNUAL  REPORT  on  the  HEALTH  and  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the 
DISTRICT  during  the  YEAR  1957. 

The  general  health  of  the  Community  was  good  even  though  there 
were  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Influenza. 

On  the  whole  the  1957  Influenza  Outbreak  was  no  worse  than  some 
of  its  predecessors.  There  were  more  deaths  registered  as  •Influenzal* 
in  the  epidemic  of  the  first  quarter  of  1951.  (ll  against  2 in  1957). 

The  Slum  Clearance  Programme  that  started  in  1956  was  unfortunately 
checked  in  1957.  From  October  the  Building  and  Improvements  G-rants 
Schemes  'were  suspended,  because  of  the  high  Rate  of  Interest 

At  the  end  of  1957*  every  Parish  in  the  District,  except  three, 
had  been  provided  with  a reliable  (for  both  quality  and  quantity) 
pipe-borne  water  supply. 

The  three  were ■ - 

1 . CASTLEACRE 

2.  WESTACRE 

5.  CASTLE  RISING 

Castleacre*s  Waterworks  were  nearing  completion. 

The  procedure  had  begun  for  making  provision  for  Westacre. 

I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy 
during  the  year  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  for 
their  co-operation. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J. HAMILTON. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


ESTIMATED  MIL-YEAR  HOME  POPULATION  (REGISTRAR-GENERAL ) 

11  ,360 


BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals 

Livebirths. 

LEGITIMATE 

70 

82 

152 

ILLEGITIMATE 

J> 

_3 

8 

75 

85 

1 60 

— 

r-  - 

- _ 

1 

Stillbirths. 

LEGITIMATE 

5 

1 

6 

ILLEGITIMATE 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

J 

DEATHS 

Deaths:  All  ages. 

78 

69 

147 

— 

— 

Deaths:  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

LEGIT IMATE 

1 

2 

3 

ILLEGITIMATE 

1 

— 

1 

2 2 4 


Deaths: 

Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age. 

LEGITIMATE 

1 

2 

3 

ILLEGITIMATE 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Deaths: 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Cancer  etc. 

15 

6 

21 

Cancer, of  Lung. 

2 

2 

RATES  PER  1000  POPULATION 

.rths 

ooecciot 

15.34 

Births  (England  & Wales)  .......................................  1 6.1 

Stillbirths  per  1 0OO  Total  Live  & Stillbirths  36. 1 

Stillbirths  per  1000  Total  Live  & Stillbirths  (England  & Wales)  22.4 

Deaths  11.6 

Deaths  (England  & W ales)  11.5 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1 000  Live  Births  25.1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  3irths  (England  & Wales)  23.0 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1000  Total  Live  & Stillbirths  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1000  Total  Live  & Stillbirths 

(England  & Wales)  0.47 

Deaths:  Respiratory,  Tuberculosis  ..............................  Nil 

Deaths:  Respiratory,  Tuberculosis  (England  & Wales)  0.09 

Deaths : Cancer  of  Lung  .........................................  0. 08 

Deaths:  Cancer  of  Dung  (England  & Wales) ....................... . 0.4 

Deaths;  Cancer:  Other  Forms  1.67 

Deaths:  Cancer:  Other  Forms  (England  & Yfales).. 1.66 


The  estimated  population  has  risen  in  ten  years  from  10,310  in  1948  "to 
11  ,360  on  1957,  an  increase  of  1 ,050  (l0.l8  per  cent). 

There  was  a sharp  drop  in  the  number  of  Births  registered  from  the 
average  of  the  preceding  post  war  years  -191*  to  1 60. 

Births  exceeded  deaths  by  1 3 only.  The  lowest  "Natural  Increase"  of  the 
previous  ten  years  was  43  in  1950,  and  the  average  had  been  58. 
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Stillbirths  were  more  than  usual;  6 against  a ten  years  average 

of  3. 

Of  the  147  deaths,  11  6 were  those  of  persons  of  65  years  or 
more,  representing  78.9  per  cent  of  all  deaths. 

There  were  21  deaths  in  the  45  - 64  year  old  group  accounting 
for  14.2  per  cent  of  deaths. 

4 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age;  2 deaths  between  5 and 
14,  1 at  15,  and  3 in  the  25-44  group  accounted  for  10  deaths;  the 
remaining  6.9  per  cent. 

78  of  the  deaths  were  attributable  to  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulation.  69  of  the  people  concerned  were  in  the  65  years  and  over 
age-group.  1 was  an  infant  with  Congenital  Heart  Disease.  The  8 others 
were  in  the  45-64  years  group.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 
were  responsible  for  53  pen  cent  of  all  deaths. 

18  deaths  (l2.3  per  cent  of  all  deaths)  were  due  to  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  System.  1 0 of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Acute  Respiratory 
Diseases.  Influenza  was  epidemic  from  September  onwards,  and  although 
only  2 of  the  deaths  were  described  as  Influenzal,  the  remaining  8, 
mainly  "Pneumonias",  might  well  have  been  set  off  by  Influenza,  9 deaths 
were  from  Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Chest  all  "Bronchitic"  in  nature. 

With  the  exception  of  three  middle  aged  persons  all  of  these 
deaths  were  those  of  aged  people. 

Malignant  Causes  (Cancer  etc.)  were  responsible  for  22  deaths, 

15  Males  and  7 Females;  15  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

7 of  the  deaths  were  in  the  45  - 64  years  age-group,  the  remainder 
being  people  of  65  years  and  over. 

There  were  2 deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  both  Males,  one  60 
the  other  66  years  old. 

Since  t948  the  Registrar-General's  Returns  for  Cancer  and  Other 
Growths  have  been;- 


Cancer  of 

All  forms  of 
Cancer  etc. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

1948 

No  Record 

23 

17.7 

1949 

No  Record 

19 

13.8 

1950 

Nil 

14 

10.6 

1 951 

2 

18 

13.6 

1952 

1 

18 

12.3 

1953 

2 

28 

22.5 

1954 

2 

27 

21.7 

1955 

3 

20 

16.8 

1956 

3 

22 

14.8 

1957 

2 

22 

15. 

There  were  3 Accidental  Deaths.  1 Road  Accident,  1 Drowning 
and  1 from  the  Results  of  a Fall. 

2 Suicides,  (both  Males)  were  registered  and  there  were  single 
deaths  from  Poliomyelitis  and  Tubercular  Meningitis, 

There  were  no  Maternal  Deaths  during  Pregnancy  or  Childbirth, 
a yearly  Record  that  has  been  the  usual  one  for  some  years  past. 
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INFANT ILE  MORTALITY 


1 . 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11  . 
1 2. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

1 6. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21 . 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  4,  a decrease 
of  3 compared  with  1956.  3 of  the  Infants  lived  less  than  a month. 

The  causes  of  the  Infant  Deaths  were:- 
Prematurity  2 

Atelectasis  1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  1 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES . 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS.  MALES 

Tuberculosis:  Respiratory  ............... 

Tuberculosis:  Other  forms  ...............  1 

Syphilitic  Disease ........................ 

Diphtheria  .............................. 

Whooping  Cough  ........................... 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles  .................................. 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 


Malignant  Neoplasm:  Stomach  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm:  Lung.  Bronchus  .......  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm:  Breast  ............... 

Malignant  Neoplasm:  Uterus  ............... 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms.  8 

Leukaemia:  Aleukaemia  .................... 

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions;  Nervous  System.  ........  3 

Coronary  Disease:  Angina  .................  10 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease.. 

Other  Heart  Disease  ......................  7 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ................  6 

Influenza  ..  ...o.\^o*.o*  . o . « « o • 1 

Pneumonia  6 

Bronchitis  ...............................  7 

Qther  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ..... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. ............  1 

Gastritis:  Enteritis:  Diarrhoea  .......... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .................. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate ...................  6 

Pregnancy;  Childbirth: Abortion  ........... 

Congenital  Malformations .................. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  10 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ..................  1 

All  other  Accidents  ......................  2 

GUiClde  . ooooo.o.  ...oeoe.  o.oo.  .....oo.oo.o  2 


FEMALES 


1 


1 

2 

3 
1 

13 
9 
1 

14 

4 
1 
2 
3 

1 

1 


12 


TOTAL 

1 


1 


6 

2 

2 

11 

1 

1 6 
19 
1 

21 

10 

2 

8 

10 

2 

1 

6 


22 

1 

2 

2 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  REG-ISTERED  lN  1957. 


Infectious 

Disease 

Under 

1 

h - 4 1 

5-14  15-24 

: l 

25-44  45-65 

Over 

65 

| Total 

Measles 

6 

i 151 

299 

1 

1 

458 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

8 

10 

; 1 

20 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 1 

2 

; 1 

8 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

; 1 

1 

Tuberculosis: - 
Respiratory. 

I 

2 2 

5 

3 

12 

Tuberculosis:-  j 
Other . 

1 

1 

Total. 

7 

| 1 62  : 

312  3 

8(a) 

7 

2 

501 

(a)  Includes  5 "Inward  Transfers"  previously  notified  in  other  areas, 
and  1 notification  from  the  Services, 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


501  cases  (including  Tuberculosis)  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified  during  the  year  compared  with  78  in  1956.  4-58  were  cases 

of  Measles,  This  the  biggest  Measles  epidemic  recorded  ran  from 
Mid-March  to  August,  The  previous  highest  year's  total  was  in  1952 
when  296  cases  were  reported.  The  peak  months  were  June  (156),  April 
(l03),  May  (9l)  and  July  (60).  There  were  no  fatalities. 

A miner  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  that  had  begun  the  previous 
November  ran  on  into  February,  mainly  in  Castleacre. 

A case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  reported  from  West  Winch  at  the 
end  of  July. 

Influenza  made  its  appearance  in  Mid-September  and  was  widespread 
before  the  middle  of  October.  A decline  of  cases  began  at  the  end  of 
the  month  but  there  were  still  plenty  about  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  nature  of  the  illness  was  similar  to  that  of  former 
outbreaks,  although  at  times  it  seemed  more  prostating  from  the  onset, 
and  debility,  after  fever  had  gone,  often  seemed  to  last  longer  than 
in  previous  epidemics. 

The  course  and  behaviour  of  the  disease  was  followed  by  means 
of  frequent  communication  with  Family  Doctors  and  by  the  receipt  of 
Reports  from  Schools. 

Samples  of  blood  from  people  affected  were  sent  by  Family 
Doctors  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  to  be  tested  for  the  causative 
Virus.  Influenza  Virus  A was  identified,  but  it  was  not  determined 
to  be  that  of  the  Asian  Variety,  that  was  seemingly  epidemic 
throughout  the  Country.  The  "Relapses"  that  were  occasionally  reported 
after  10  days  or  so,  might  have  been  fresh  infections,  more  than  one 
variety  of  Influenza  Virus  being  active  among  the  community  at  the 
same  time. 

Mumps  was  also  epidemic  from  January  to  June. 

12  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  Registered.  5 of  these 
were  "Transfers"  and  were  already  registered  elsewhere. 

One,  a Hungarian  Refugee  was  only  temporarily  Resident,  and 
another  case  was  notified  from  one  of  the  Services.  A case  was 
detected  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  that  was  working  in  King's  Lynn 
from  1Ath  November  until  9th  December.  The  housing  of  all  cases  except 
one  was  satisfactory. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


VACCINATION. 


Primary 

Re vaccination. 

Under  5 years 

79 

5-14  years 

- 

15  years  and  over 

10 

26 

89~ 

26 

An  improvement  over  1956,  a 

year 

that  had  the 

lowest  number  - 6l 

of  Primary  Vaccinations  since 

1949. 

IMMUNISATIONS 

(a)  Diphtheria 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Under  5 years 

103 

4 

Over  5 years 

30 

144 

133 

148 

The  number  of  Primary  Inoculations  was  much  the  same  as  in  1956  (l3l) 
the  welcome  increase  of  Immunisations  in  that  year  being  maintained. 
Reinforcing  Inoculations  rose  from  57  in  1956  to  148. 


459  children  born  within  the  period  1947  ~ 1954  were  vaccinated 
during  the  year  against  Poliomyelitis. 

HOUSING- 

A Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  Slum  Clearance  Inquiry 
was  held  on  21st  August,  1957,  to  hear  objections  to  proposed  Clearance 
Orders  at  Castleacre,  G-ayton  and  Ashwicken. 

Orders  concerning  50  houses  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  rise  in  the  Interest  Rate  the  Council  resolved  unanimously 
at  its  Meeting  on  17th  October,  to  suspend  both  its  Building  Activities 
and  its  Improvement  G-rants  Programmes  indefinitely. 

FOOD  & DRUG-S  ACT  1955. 


Tuberculous  infection  of  Milk  was  reported  on  one  occasion  in  a 
sample  taken  directly  after  milking.  Pasteurisation  was  the  practice  before 
the  milk  was  sold  for  consumption. 


Two  cattle  beasts  were  reported  dead  of  Anthrax,  one  in  February, 
the  other  in  April”  at  different  places.  The  usual  Measures  were  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

A.  19  samples  of  Water  from  various  Borehole  supplies  were  sent  for 
analyses.  4 samples  from  a privately  owned  Borehole  supply  and 
1 from  a Council  Supply  were  reported  to  be  "Unsatisfactory". 

In  each  case  the  trouble  was  in  the  line  of  distribution.  When 
it  was  dealt  with  the  water  standard  was  "Satisfactory". 
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B.  13  of  17  samples  from  Shallow  Wells  got  "Unsatisfactory"  Reports. 
The  contaminated  samples  came  from  Wells  in  Castleacre  (5), 
Gayton  (2),  Middleton  (2),  Hillington,  North  Runcton,  Westacre 
and  Ashwicken.  In  every  case  but  one  (the  premises  at  Ashwicken, 
subject  of  a Closing  Order)  pipe  borne  water  was  available,  or 
would  be  made  so,  in  due  course. 


C. 


1 . 


4. 


4 samples  from  the  Castle  Rising  Water  Supply  were  sent 
Analyses  and  all  of  them  were  "Unsatisfactory". 

Sample  from  Tap  over  Trough  in  Dairy. 


for 


(a)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  faecal  coli. 


8 per 
5 per 

. Sample  from  Tap  over  Trough  in  Dairy. 


(a)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli.  25  per 

(b)  Probable  number  of  faecal  coli.  8 per 

3.  l8th  June,  1957. Tan,  Kitchen  sink  (Shop  premises). 


$ 


Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli.  13  per 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli.  5 per 

Tap  over  Kitchen  sink,  Farmhouse. 


(a)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli.  50  per 

(b)  Probable  number  of  faecal  coli.  35  per 


100  ml. 
100  ml. 


1 00  ml. 
1 00  ml. 


100  ml . 
100  ml . 


100  ml . 
1 00  ml. 


MISCELLANEOUS . 

The  Council  in  December  considered  reports  on  the  evidence 
associating  Cigarette  Smoking  with  the  development  of  Cancer  of  the  Lung. 

The  Council  decided  to  circulate  with  the  Rate  Demand  Notes  a 
statement,  giving  without  comment,  some  points  of  evidence  that  indicate 
that  Cigarette  Smoking  may  play  a prominent  part  in  the  development  of 
Lung  Cancer. 
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PIP  E - B 0 R N E WATER  SUPPLIES 


Parish. 


Supplied  by 
Public  Standpipes. 


o 

0 

o 

Approx. 

No.  of 

Approx. 

Houses 

Population. 

Houses 

Population 

Bawsey 

46 

94 

— 

Castle acre 

76 

266 

- 

— 

Castle  Rising 

25  * 

75  * 

46  * 

138  * 

Congham 

37 

127 

- 

— 

Flitcham 

72 

244 

- 

- 

G-ayton 

1 82|_ 

634 

- 

- 

G-rimston 

233 

803 

- 

- 

Harpley 

125 

431 

- 

— 

Hillington 

58 

201 

- 

- 

Leziate 

135 

473 

- 

- 

G-reat  Massingham 

261 

911 

- 

- 

Little  Massingham 

36 

125 

- 

- 

Middleton 

189 

735 

- 

- 

Pentney 

58 

190 

- 

- 

Roy don 

38 

1 20 

- 

- 

North  Rune ton 

82 

280 

— 

— 

Sandringham 

21  2 

710 

- 

- 

East  Walton 

17 

53 

— 

— 

Westacre 

20 

69 

- 

— 

East  Winch 

93 

315 

- 

- 

West  Y/inch 

192 

652 

- 

— 

North  Wootton 

1 38 

419 

- 

- 

South  Vfootton 

272 

811 

- 

- 

2599 

8738 

46 

138 

* Private  Supply  provided  by  Castle  Rising  Estate. 


- 10  - 


' 


. 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 


SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  . 


for  the 


YEAR  ENDING-  195‘ 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1957* 

INSPECTIONS . 

The  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  in  conjunction  with 
the  various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as 

follows: - 


Nature  of  Inspections. 


No.  of 
Visits. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT: 

Sanitary  Appliances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drainage,  including  Ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 

Cesspools,  alterations  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  Supplies...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  . o . • . . ...  .oo  ...  ..o  ...  42 

Sewerage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 08 

Refuse  Tips 85 

Building  Byelaws  ...  ...  ...  ...  642 

FOOD; 

Unsound  Food. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Food  Premises  for  Byelaws..  ...  15 

Slaughterhouses  or  Knackers  Yards..  ...  ...  ...  172 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  , 

Methods  of  Distribution  ...  ...  ...  2_ 

PETROLEUM  ACTS; 

No.  of  Applications,  Site  Inspections..  ...  ...  12 

HOUSING-  “ ' “ 

For  repairs  and  Slum  Slearance  126 

Overcrowding,  or  Poor  Living  Conditions  ...  ...  12 

Improvement  G-rants/Small  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  1 64 

Council  Estates  ...  ...  ...  56 

Re n c Ac t,  1 9 p 7 000  «.o  »»o  .00  .00  ®o«  .0.  ...  12 

MOVEABLE  DWELLING-S  ? — 

Site  Inspections ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Dwellings  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

Investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Disinfection  of  Premises.. 5 

PESTS  ACTS: 

Supervisory  Inspections....  ...  ...  1 6 

FACTORIES  ACT: 

Factories  visited  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS 

Anthrax  e cc . ...  00.  o ...  ...  .0.  .o.  «.o  ...  3 


Total  N 0 . 
of  Visits. 


1297 


192 

2 

12 


370 

64 

11 
1 6 
25 
3 
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HOUSING- „ 


(a)  GENERAL.  During  the  year  two  new  Acts  were  introduced, 
namely  the  Housing  Act  1957  and  the  Rent  Act  1957.  The 
latter  became  law  in  July,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
only  4 applications  had  been  made  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair,, 

As  regards  general  administrative  procedure  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  for  the  information  of  Members  these  particulars 
are  as  follows :- 

HOUSING-  ACTS  1956  - 57 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  .....................  3 

Statutory  Notices  Served  ........................ 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  .......................  1 

Statutory  Notices  Served  ............... 

LOCAL  (GOVERNMENT  (MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS 
& HOUSING-  ACT  1957. 

Closing  Orders  Made ...............................  9 

Demolition  Order  Made  2 

In  August,  Two  Public  Inquiries  were  held  in  connection 
with  Clearance  Areas  involving  a total  of  34  houses.  The  Ministry 
confirmed  all  the  Areas,  with  certain  provisions  regarding  the 
Clearance  Area  at  Ashwicken. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  slum  clearance 
programme  was  slowed  down  considerably,  as  the  re-housing 
programme  was  curtailed  due  to  the  large  increase  in  the  bank 
rate . 


Under  the  Small  Dwellings  (Acquisition)  A.cts  and  Housing 
Act  1949  a total  of  4 applications  were  approved,  of  which  two 
only,  were  taken  up.  The  marked  decrease  in  this  type  of 
application  continued,  due  mainly  to  the  high  rate  of  loan 
interest. 

During  the  year,  there  was  also  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  applications  received  for  grants  under  the  Housing  Act  1949 
as  amended  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954.  A total 
of  21  applications  were  received  of  which  17  obtained  approval. 

Eor  the  information  of  Members  particulars  are  as  follows^ - 

1 . No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Improvement  G-rants  have  been 

approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 17 

2*  No.  of  such  dwellings  owner  occupied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 5=  29?° 


3.  No.  of  such  dwellings  occupied  by  tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12= 

4.  Total  of  approved  expenditure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £88C3 

5*  Total  of  approved  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £3423 

6.  Average  grant  per  dwelling...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £ 201 


(b)  COUNCIL  HOUSES.  Fewer  dwellings  were  erected  than  for  many 

years  past;  here  again  this  was  due  principally  to  the  increased 
interest  rates,  following  which  the  Council  decided  to 
discontinue,  temporarily,  their  building  programme. During  the 
year  1 2 dwellings  were  erected,  six  houses  and  four  bungalows 
at  Harpley  and  two  houses  at  Roydon. 

Unfortunately,  the  tenders  for  the  erection  of  1 2 dv.rellings 
at  Castleacre,  and  8 dwellings  at  G-rimston,  although  accepted  by 
the  Council,  were  not  proceeded  with  during  this  cessation  of 
building  operations. 

During  the  year  the  final  account  was  settled  re  Contract 
with  Messrs . w .Rudd  Ltd.  for  10  houses  at  Roydon. 
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(c)  PRIVATE  BUILD ING-.  In  all  1 55  applications  for  approval  under 
the  Building  Byelaws  were  dealt  with,  of  which  152  were 
finally  approved. 

Of  these,  63  were  for  new  dwellings,  56  were  improvements 
and/or  additions  to  existing  properties,  and  the  remaining  33 
for  miscellaneous  purposes  i.e.  garages , stores  etc. 

Particulars  regarding  the  dwellings  were  as  follows’- 


o o o 


O O • O O 090 


Castleacre  . , . 
Congham 
G-ayton  . „ . . . „ 
G-rimston 
Hillington 
Leziate 
G-r eat  Mas  s ingham 
Mi  .oleton  . . „ . . 
Pentney  . e . . . 
Roydon  „ . . . „ . « 
North  Runcton 
Westacre  . . „ . . . 
East  Winch  „ . . . „ 
West  'Winch 
South  Wootton 


0 0 9 0 0 9 


• 0 0 


O 0 o 


o o • 


o c o 


o o • 


Houses  Bungalows 

4 

1 

1 

1 6 

1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 

1 27 

1 4 


56 


During  the  year  43  new  dwellings  were  completed,  and  there 
were  37  in  course  of  erection.  Details  are  as  follows: - 


Castleacre 

Congham 

G-ayton 

G-rimston 

Hillington 

Leziate 

G-reat  Massingham 
Middleton 
North  Runcton 
Westacre 
East  Winch 
West  Winch 
North  Wootton 
South  Wootton 


2 

17 

2 8 

8 35 


2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 15 

1 

1 4 


4 


33 


WATER  SUPPLIES . Once  again,  the  year  1957  has  Been  an  active  one  as 
regards  the  Water  Undertalcing, 

With  a piped  water  supply  now  availahle  in  most  of  the 
District,  the  water  department  staff  has  Been  engaged  mainly 
in  making  house  connections  although  of  course  a considerable 
amount  of  other  work  has  Been  undertaken.  During  the  year 
357  house  connections  were  made  and  108  ’water  meters  have  Been 
installed  at  Business  or  agricultural  premises,  making  a total 
of  1196  connections  and  539  metered  supplies  since  the 
introduction  of  the  regional  water  scheme.  In  view  of  the 
steady  growth  of  the  number  of  metered  supplies,  the  Council 
purchased  proper  meter  testing  equipment,  which  is  housed  in  a 
meter  testing  room  at  the  Depot  and  especially  erected  for  this 
purpose. 
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Other  work  carried,  out  by  the  water  staff  has  been  the 
plumbing  maintenance  at  all  Council  properties,  and  also 
includes  a number  of  small  extensions  to  3"  mains  at  Leziate 
(430  yds)  East  Winch  (lOO  yds)  and  a new  ring  main  at 
St. Lawrence  Close,  Harpley,  all  of  which  were  done  by  direct 
labour. 

During  the  year,  new  centrifugal  pumps  were  installed 
at  Fairgreen,  Middleton,  and  housed  in  the  old  Mission  Room, 
which  has  been  converted  to  a pumping  station.  Also  at 
Middleton,  the  pre-war  tower  and  elevated  water  storage 
tank  at  St. Mary’s  Terrace  was  dismantled  owing  to  its  instability. 

At  Appleton  pumping  station,  we  experienced  some  trouble 
due  to  burnt  out  switch  gear;  also  due  to  an  electricity  failure 
on  one  occasion  the  old  pump  was  temporarily  brought  into  operation 
and  driven  by  belt  and  tractor.  Owing  to  the  increased  water 
demand  in  this  area,  particularly  from  the  Sandringham  Estate, 
the  Council  agreed  to  purchase  larger  pumping  equipment,  but  in 
view  of  information  received,  dealing  with  the  subject  of  the 
regrouping  of  water  supplies,  the  Council  decided  to  leave  the 
matter  in  abeyance. 

The  number  of  water  samples  taken  was  42  with  results  as 
follows 

FOR  BACTERIOLOG-ICAL  OR  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Number  of  samples  proved  satisfactory  .....  21 

Number  of  sample  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  21 

Total  Number  of  Samples.  42 


During  the  year,  approval  of  the  Ministry  was  received  for 
the  proposed  water  scheme  at  Castleacre.  Work  commenced  in  June, 
and  although  the  laying  of  the  mains  was  completed  well  within 
schedule,  completion  of  the  scheme  proper  was  delayed,  as  this 
was  dependent  on  the  arrival  of  ancillaries  such  as  the  iron 
removal  plant.  Also  the  complete  dismantling  and  re-erection  of 
the  40  ft.  steel  tower  and  30,000  gallon  cast  iron  storage  tank 
was  not  an  easy  job,  and  certainly  not  as  straightforward  as  at 
first  envisaged.  However,  I can  say  that  the  time  and  money 
spent  in  the  re-erection,  de-scaling  and  painting  of  this 
structure  for  use  in  the  scheme,  proved  infinitely  cheaper  than 
the  purchase  and  erection  of  a new  tower  and  tank  of  this  size. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Resident  Engineer  for  his  painstaking 
supervision,  not  only  of  this  structure,  but  of  the  whole  scheme 
in  general. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  year  for  all  Water 
Authorities  has  been  the  various  meetings  and  disoussions  that 
have  ensued  following  receipt  of  Ministry  Circular  52/56  which 
deals  with  the  re-grouping  of  water  supplies.  As  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  a small  sub-committee  appointed  by  the  Council  has 
held  preliminary  discussions  with  King's  Lynn,  Hunstanton  and 
Docking  Councils.  Also,  your  Surveyor  attended  before  the 
Technical  Panel  set  up  by  the  County  Council  at  Norwich,  to 
present  all  the  technical  data  requested  by  them. 

What  will  be  the  final  outcome  I am  unable  to  say,  but  one 
notes  that  the  Minister  responsible  has  stated  publicly  that  the 
trend  must  be  towards  larger  units  capable  of  carrying  through 
adequate  capital  works.  Surely  that  is  a statement  more  in 
keeping  with  pre-war  conditions.  Today  the  picture  is  entirely 
different  as  since  the  passing  of  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and 
Sewerage  Act  no  less  than  56  million  pounds  has  been  spent  on 
rural  supplies,  and  in  Norfolk  alone,  in  the  post  war  year's 
six  million  pounds  has  been  spent  on  such  capital  works,  and 
many  of  the  rural  authorities  have  carried  out  their  duties  as 
Water  Undertakings  in  a most  efficient  manner. 
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Furthermore,  I think  that  each  Water  Undertaking's  case 
should  he  carefully  considered  on  its  merits,  and  that  those 
found  efficient  should  not  he  eliminated  merely  for  the  sake  of 
amalgamation,,  After  all,  size  alone  is  not  necessarily  the 
gateway  to  heaven  in  terms  of  efficiency  or  economy,  and  when 
one  considers  that  in  the  North  Eastern  part  of  our  district  we 
are  producing  water  today  at  an  overall  cost  of  lOd  per  thousand 
gallons,  one  can  only  wonder  as  to  what  the  cost  of  water  to  us 
is  likely  to  be  if  and  when  any  such  re-grouping  takes  place. 

DRAINAG-E  AND  SEWERAGE . 

Throughout  the  year  all  the  Council's  13  small  sewage  disposal 
plants  were  serviced  periodically  hut  with  only  the  one  machine  and 
occasional  labour  difficulties  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
maintain  as  good  a service  as  one  would  have  liked. 

Sewage  outfall  dykes  at  Castleacre,  South  Wootton,  Ashwicken 
and  West  Winch  have  all  been  cleansed  during  the  year.  At  the 
Council's  largest  disposal  works,  at  Little  Massingham,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  re-condition  the  pumps.  This  work  was  done 
most  satisfactorily  by  the  pump  manufacturers.  At  this  same  site  it 
was  also  found  necessary  to  tackle  the  weed  problem.  The  whole  site 
was  sprayed  by  specialist  contractors,  after  which  it  was  decided  to 
give  it  a similar  treatment  in  the  ensuing  Spring.  At  Westacre 
Council  Estate  disposal  works,  a pump  renewal  was  found  necessary. 

I am  sorry  to  have  to  report,  that  much  as  we  had  hoped,  the 
Council  were  not  in  a position  to  submit  the  proposed  South  Wootton 
Sewerage  Scheme  to  the  Ministry.  Most  if  not  all  the  technical  data 
had  been  completed  by  your  consultant  engineer,  but  negotiations  have 
been  somewhat  protracted  due  to  consultations  that  have  had  to  be 
held  with  our  neighbouring  Authority,  G-ood  progress  has  been  made 
regarding  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  West  Winch,  and  the 
preliminary  survey  work,  the  routes  of  the  main  sewers,  and  siting 
of  the  new  disposal  plant  had  all  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING-. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

A fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  from  the  kerbside  was  again 
maintained  throughout  the  District. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  year,  was  the  Council's 
decision  to  give  consideration  to  the  question  of  extending  the 
existing  services.  With  this  in  view,  a comprehensive  Report 
dealing  with  this  subject  was  got  out  in  December,  and  although  not 
considered  until  a few  months  later  due  to  unforeseen  circumstances, 
it  was  however  accepted  in  its  entirety  by  the  Council.  The 
recommendations  contained  therein  necessitate  the  purchase  of  a new 
tanker,  the  employment  of  four  additional  men  etc.  but  when  the  new 
scheme  ultimately  becomes  operative  we  shall  have  (l  ) weekly  refuse 
collections  throughout  the  whole  District,  (2)  weekly  pail  emptying 
service  in  the  13  Parishes  which  are  in  need  of  this  service,  and 
(3)  a free  annjial  cesspool  emptying  service  covering  all  properties 
in  the  District. 

This  I should  imagine,  will  be  a Cleansing  Service  comparable 
with  any  in  the  County.  When  one  considers  that  up  to  1945  the 
scavenging  service  (as  it  was  then  called)  consisted  of  part  time 
collections  in  two  Parishes  only,  one  feels  the  Council  has  achieved 
something  really  worth  while,  and  in  so  doing  continues  to  move 
forward  in  the  right  direction. 

(b)  Pail  Emptying. 

Throughout  the  year,  pail  closets  were  emptied  weekly  in  the 
Parishes  of  G-reat  Massingham,  Little  Massingham,  Harpley  and 
Castleacre. 
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As  reported  overleaf,  this  service  is  soon  to  he  extended 
so  as  to  include  a further  9 Parishes. 

We  have  had  some  difficulty  in  the  disposal  of  pail  contents 
as  sites  are  not  too  readily  available.  With  the  advent  of  the 
new  scheme  we  shall  require  even  more  sites  and  any  assistance 
in  this  direction,  from  Members,  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

(c)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

There  has  been  a still  further  increase  in  the  number  of 
cesspools  emptied  over  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  cesspools  emptied  were  as  follows: - 

82  (191  loads)  Council  properties 
316  (582  loads)  Private  dwellings. 

the  total  revenue  derived  from  this  service  amounted  to  <£6l3. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 


A considerable  decrease  occured  in  the  number  of  investigations, 
six,  into  various  cases  of  infectious  disease,  compared  with  26  last 
year,  and  five  premises  were  in  need  of  disinfection. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

Two  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  two  separate  cases  of 
Anthrax,  and  one  in  connection  with  a case  of  cysticercus  bovis 
originating  outside  the  district,  but  bought  and  sold  by  a farmer 
within  the  district. 


KNACKERS  YARDS. 

The  two  licensed  premises  within  the  district  continue  to  be 
conducted  without  complaint. 

FOOD  PREMISES . 

The  food  premises  in  the  district  are  classified  below:- 


• • 9 0 


009  •••  90 


eoo  •••  oo*  000  000 


Public  House: 

Clubs 

G-rocers  (including  1 Mobile  grocery  bus) 
Ice  cream  retailers. 

Confectioners 
Bakehouses 
Butchers 
Greengrocers 

Fish  & Chip  (including  vans) 

Cafe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . , 


009  099  009  090 

OO  900  090  OOO  COO 

09  OOO  900  090  900 


9 0 0 0 9 

0 0 9 OO 

OOO  OO 


O 9 0 0 


36 
6 

37 
23 
13 

9 

7 

2 

3 

1 


There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  premises  registered  under 
Section  1 6 of  the  Food  & drugs  Act  1955,  i.e.  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream,  sausages,  cooked  meats  or  preserved  foods. 


There  are,  as  last  year,  no  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk 
& Dairies  Regulations,  1949  - 34,  hut  there  are  11  licensed  milk 
retailers  and  4 supplementary  licence  holders. 

Regular  visits  for  meat  inspection  at  the  two  licunSod 
slaughterhouses,  and  occasional  visits  to  the  two  knackers  yards 
totalled  172  visits. 

Details  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemnations  carried  out 
are  tabulated  over;- 
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Number  killed. 
Number  inspected. 


■ All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cystic ere i 
V/hole  carcases 
condemned. 


Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 


Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci. 


Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 


Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 


Cystioeroosis , 

\ Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 


Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 


Cattle 
; Excluding 
Cows . 

Cows  Calves 

( ! 

Sheep  ' ; 

and  jPigs  Horses.  ! 
Lambs  { 

137 

1 

\ : 

341 

137 

I 1 

- {341 

. j i 

i 

19 

; 

3 

13.8 fo 

| o.dfo 

- 

- 

j - - 

10 

M — a. 

l ; j 

- |11 

7.i% 

_ 

> i 

! l 

- |3.2^ 

) 

i 

\ 

— 
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i { 

- 

- 
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Only  small  quantities  of  meat  were  condemned  and  these  were 
disposed  of  locally  by  burial. 


No  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  as  from 
previous  experience  it  was  felt  that  by  insistence  on  the  "prepacked 
only"  principle,  no  faults  could  occur. 

With  regard  to  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  ~ 195^?  if  has 
been  difficult  to  do  as  much  as  one  would  have  liked,  in  making 
regular  visits  to  all  food  premises,  but  in  one  particular  case  it 
was  pleaing  to  note,  that  the  owner  of  a new  village  shop  on 
seeking,  and  being  given,  the  necessary  advice,  complied  readily 
with  all  the  necessary  requirements. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS . 

There  are  12  licensed  sites,  of  which  three  are  large,  1 small, 
and  the  remainder  for  single  vans.  23  visits  to  sites  were  made 
and  41  inspections  of  dwellings  made  for  various  purposes.  Before 
relicensing  the  larger  sites  it  was  made  clear  to  the  owners  that 
proper  flush  sanitation  should  be  provided,  and  I am  pleased  to 
record  that  am art  from  one  site  this  has  been  done. 

- 17  - 


V 

* 

... 


. 


... 

_ 

■ 

.. 

. 

■ ■■  ■ 

■ ‘ "• 


f * 

• • 

. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1 


The  relevant  statistics  are  as  follows: 


Total  No.  of  factories  with  power  ...............  23 

Total  No.  of  factories  without  power. ........... . 2 

Total  No.  of  factories. ..........................  25 

Total  No.  of  defects  found  and  remedied..........  1 

Total  No . of  vis its  made 25 


PESTS  ACT.  1949° 

A summary  of  work  carried  out  hy  the  Rodent  Operator  is  as  follow 


FREE 

Premises. 

Treated. 

Visits,  Surveys 
and  Inspections , 

Council  Property 
(excluding  Housing  Sites). 

24 

127 

Private  & Council  Houses. 

1041 

381  6 

CHARGEABLE. 

Business  Premises. 

12 

69 

F arms . 

49 

258 

Totals. 

1126 

4270 

CONCLUSION. 

Once  again,  it  has  "been  in  many  respects  a year  of  considerable 

activity. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  house  building  virtually  ceased' 
likewise,  the  Council’s  policy  regarding  grants  for  improvement  works 
and  loans  on  private  properties  was  reviewed  and  temporarily  suspended. 

With  regard  to  Water  Supplies  however,  activities  in  no  way 
lessened.  The  number  of  house  connections  made  was  down  on  the  previous 
year,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  metered  supplies  given. 
With  the  continued  growth  of  the  Water  Undertaking  I consider  the  time 
has  arrived  when  we  should  now  consider  the  question  of  presenting  a 
separate  report  covering  annual  expenditure,  water  consumption,  net 
revenue  etc.  of  the  Undertaking,  this  to  be  taken  separately  as  a 
report  of  its  own.  Now  however,  with  this  question  of  re-grouping  of 
water  supplies  hanging  over  our  heads,  I do  not  know  what  members  feel 
regarding  this  point. 

Once  again,  there  has  been  a substantial  increase  in  the  number 
of  cesspools  emptied,  and  consequent  revenue  derived  therefrom. 
Unfailingly,  these  figures  increase  yearly,  and  I am  pleased  the  Council 
has  since  agreed  on  the  purchase  of  an  additional  tanker  to  deal 
efficiently  with  this  problem. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
for  their  usual  kindness,  and  also  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  their  valued  assistance  and  co-operation. 

Finally,  I must  thank  all  my  staff  for  their  loyal  support  and 
the  great  help  they  have  given  me  during  the  year.  Nothing  has  been 
too  much  trouble  for  any  of  them,  and  in  these  days,  that  is  something 
to  be  appreciated. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.R  .WATKINS. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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